
REGATHER FOR WORSHIP JUNE 14 

 

OGUMC Family: 

We will regather for worship in the sanctuary this Sunday at 10:00am! Please help spread the 

word, especially to our church members who do not do email nor Facebook. However, be 

mindful of the following changes in light of COVID-19: 

 

-You will be asked to wear a mask. We have some here if you forget yours.  

-The pew Bibles and hymnals have been removed from the sanctuary for the time being, and 

there will be no bulletins. Please bring your own Bible, if you like to read along (what a novel 

idea!) Everything else you need will be on the screen.  

-Get here early! It may take a while to be seated.  

-No hugging/touching/handshaking. We may have bouncers ready to separate you if you 

can’t abide by the rules.  

-No choir, no Sunday school inside, no congregating in the entryway, no passing the offering 

plate. 

-We will not have a nursery.  

-There will be a section of the sanctuary (right side) reserved for those who are 80+ years old 

or who have preexisting health conditions.  

-You will likely not be able to sit in your normal spot. Every other pew is roped off, as well as 

in the balcony, and you will be guided to sit 6 feet apart in the marked spaces. (You may sit 

closer to people in your own household.) 

-You must sanitize hands upon entry and exit.  

-The benediction will be given from the pulpit instead of the back.  

-If you are especially susceptible to the virus, please stay home and worship via the internet. 

Now that we have the technology, we will continue to broadcast worship on 

Facebook/Youtube forever! Remember that God is with you wherever you are, and this too 

shall pass. Stay encouraged. Please see the self-evaluation below to help determine if you 

should stay home: 

 

Suggested Policies and Guidelines to Return to In-person Worship  

 

Dr. Stephen Shirley, medical director for multiple nursing homes in Mississippi, in 

consultation with his church leadership, has devised the following helpful suggestions for 

returning to in-person worship for his church. It is being offered simply as a resource.  

 

1. COVID self-evaluation safety process to determine whether an individual is safe to return 

to an in-person church before an effective vaccine is available. 

2. A questionnaire, to be answered each Sunday, to determine whether you should remain at 

home on that particular Sunday to avoid potential disease transmission to other church 

members. 

 

COVID SAFETY SCALE 



If you (or someone in your household) score four (4) points or greater, you should consider 

avoiding large in-person gatherings, such as church until the advent of an effective vaccine. 

If you score less than four (4), it is reasonable to attend large in-person gatherings with 

appropriate precautions, including face masks and some degree of social distancing.  

 

• 1 Point for age 60 or older 

• 1 point for African American ethnicity 

• 1 point for COPD or excessive smoking or vaping 

• 1 point for hypertension/heart disease 

• 1 point for active treatment for cancer/autoimmune disease 

• 1 point for obesity (BMI greater than 30) 

• 1 point for diabetes 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR EACH POTENTIAL WORSHIP ATTENDEE TO ASK EACH 

SUNDAY 

If you (or someone in your household) answer yes to ANY of the questions below,  you should 

watch worship on FACEBOOK or a church website, on that particular Sunday, to avoid 

potentially infecting other church members. 

 

• Do you have chills and temperature (greater than 100 degrees)?  

• Have you taken any fever reducing medicine in the past 4-6 hours? 

• Do you have a cough? 

• Do you have a sore throat? 

• Are you experiencing shortness of breath? 

• Are you experiencing any acute digestive symptoms such as diarrhea, loss of appetite or 

vomiting? 

• Are you experiencing a loss of taste or smell? 

• Have you been in contact with someone with or under investigation for COVID in the past 

two (2) weeks? 


