Revelations
June 2020

THOUGHTS ON REGATHERING
The song, “We are the Church” says, “The church is not a building. The church is not a steeple. The church is not a
resting place. The church is a people.” We continue to be the church, even when we are not physically all in the
same place. Praise be to God, that even in this strange time, we have been able to reach out beyond the walls of
our building and reach more people than ever before! Our online “attendance” far exceeds the number of people
we would have in our building on a “normal” Sunday. Our God can and does bring good out of even the worst
things!
Our top priority is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, in a way that is safe and
effective. Bishop Swanson, our leader of the MS Annual Conference of the UMC, has asked us to refrain from
gathering together until after May 31. At the beginning of June, we will reassess the local numbers and make the
wisest decisions possible. Our state and local government still discourages us from gathering in large groups. The
number of hospitalized COVID patients in our area is still not declining. We would like to see those numbers
decrease significantly before we gather in large groups again.
Our hope is that we can regather in some form by mid-June, but nothing is set in stone just yet. We are aiming for
a 10:00am worship service in the sanctuary on June 14. Regardless, we will have phases of regathering. We will
begin with one worship time so that we do not have to sanitize pews in-between 9:00 and 11:00. We hope that we
will be able to get back to our usual 9:00 and 11:00 schedule soon.
I have complete trust in our local leaders and medical professionals, and we will follow their guidance as we move
forward. As of yesterday, (5-27) there were 40 COVID positive hospitalized in our area. This time last month, the
14-day average was about 30 hospitalized patients. There are currently 14 in the ICU, and this time last month,
there were 10. The numbers are going up and down. We have not yet seen a steady 14 day decline in the
numbers.
Please realize that when we do regather, things will be different than “normal.” We may not be able to pass the
offering plate nor have a choir for a while. We may worship outside. We may have part of us in the FLC and part in
the sanctuary. You may not be able to sit in your normal pew. You may be asked to wear a mask. We may have
communion in a way that is different than before, and we may not use hymnals for a while. This virus seems to be
especially dangerous for people who have high-blood pressure, diabetes, or obesity. If you deal with any of these
three conditions, please consider staying home and worshipping online even after we regather.
As we continue to navigate this strange time together, I trust that you will be Christ-like in your interactions with
each other, in person and online. That means to put the well-being of others before yourselves. That means to not
assume that everyone agrees with you. That means to treat each other with love and respect even when you
disagree. Like with any other “issue,” we are not all of the same mind. For those who are wanting to immediately
regather, I ask you: Whose life are you willing to risk? You are all precious, and I am not willing to put any of you at
risk. May we continue to be patient and see God in the waiting.
With great hope and love,

Rev. Amy

YOUTH

Hello Church Family,
It’s officially my favorite month of the year! I
love the fun that summer brings and the
freedom it brings to our youth to enjoy
themselves and get a brain break. However,
that does NOT mean we step away from youth.
From the direction of our Bishop and Rev. Amy,
for the safety of your youth, we will be having
‘Social Distancing Small Groups’ this summer,
once a week in the month of June from 6-7 pm.
Please make sure to see the schedule below to
know the date we will meet. We will meet at
the outdoor pavilion to discuss a Bible lesson
and just enjoy being with one another while
maintaining 6 ft between one another. We will
provide Hand Sanitizer when youth arrive, and
we ask that you eat before or bring your own
snacks/dinner.
Further, McKay and I will be tackling an
‘Extreme Youth Room Makeover’ this month,
where we will be updating the middle school
room to make it a better space for our youth.
We love all of you and miss being together so
dearly, but we are glad to be slowly gathering
back in safe ways.
Grace and Peace,
Lauren
June Small Groups Schedule; all 6-7 pm
6/7
6/14 6/24 6/28

NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT STUDY
On Wednesday nights this summer, we will be
studying "The Road Back To You: An Enneagram Journey to Self
-Discovery" by Ian Morgan Cron and Suzanne Stabile. The
Enneagram is an ancient personality typing system with an uncanny
accuracy in describing how human beings are wired, both positively
and negatively. This study is not a Bible study, but it is a fun and
helpful summer reading opportunity. In The Road Back to You Cron
and Stabile forge a unique approach―a practical, comprehensive
way of accessing Enneagram wisdom and exploring its connections
with Christian spirituality for a deeper knowledge of ourselves,
compassion for others, and love for God. Witty and filled with stories, this book
allows you to peek inside each of the nine Enneagram types, keeping you turning the
pages long after you have read the chapter about your own number. Not only
will you learn more about yourself, but you will also start to see the world through other
people's eyes, understanding how and why people think, feel, and act the way they do.
Beginning with changes you can start making today, the wisdom of the Enneagram can
help take you further along into who you really are―leading you into places of spiritual
discovery you would never have found on your own, and paving the way to the wiser,
more compassionate person you want to become. I have attended several workshops
led by Suzanne Stabile, and they have been life changing. I will post a weekly video. A
Zoom group discussion option will be offered if participants are interested. The church will
not be ordering books, but you are encouraged to purchase the book for yourself via
Amazon. It is also available on Kindle.

WAYS TO GIVE
While we are worshiping via Facebook and YouTube, you may still give your tithes and
offerings in a number of ways: online at www.ogumc.com, by text giving to the number 1877-669-9414 (Text $ your amount) or mail a check to the church office.

CHILDREN

Hi Everyone. I cannot believe that summer is
here! From the results of the parent Survey Monkey that was sent
out, most everyone thought it would be best to wait on VBS until
next summer. So, in the meantime, I will do my best to come up
with ways to keep us all together and engaged as much as
possible.
To kick off the summer with a little fun, we will be having a J.A.M.
Scavenger Hunt this Sunday afternoon. How this will work is that
you will come by the church anytime between 1:30 -3:00 p.m. Go
to the front parking lot and by the church bell you will find your
instructions, an answer sheet to take with you and your first clue on
where your next stop will be. At each stop along the way, there will
be 5 Biblical questions to answer and a clue for the next stop.
Parents, if you are a little nervous about figuring out clues and
helping kids that might get stumped on answers, put your Bibles in
your car and if you have a church directory put that in too. But if
you still get stumped and don’t know where to go then you can
“Phone a Friend” for help. My number will be posted on the
instructions. You may also want to snap a picture of the clues so
you don’t forget them when you drive away. Once all the questions
have been answered then bring your answer sheet back to the
church and cash it in for a sweet treat. Some of our Sunday

School and Wednesday night teachers will be the FLC from 2:00 –
4:00 p.m. for our Ice Cream Social “Distancing” party. All family
members in your vehicle will be allowed to enjoy some ice cream
too. I am looking forward to a little fun and seeing all your smiling
faces!
Throughout the month of June, I will be trying to put together a few
fun things to post on our church Facebook page. If you would like
to participate in some of my crazy ideas then send me a text and I
will give you a call. Also, I am looking at organizing some Zoom
time with the children. As soon as I firm up some dates and times
for that then I will have Gloria email you the details and I will send it
out on our Remind app. If you don’t receive the kids Remind text
then send me a message and I will get you added to our list. I will
just need your cell phone and email address.
As always, please continue to pray for our children and our
children’s ministry. I eagerly await when we can all be back
together at church again.
In His Service,
Kaycee

FARMS TO FAMILIES
OGUMC will be participating in the new USDA Farmers to Families Food Box program to help state/local farmers and our
neighbors in need. We will be picking up boxes at Christian Services on a weekly basis. The boxes will contain fresh fruits/
vegetables with the potential of cooked meat and dairy products as well.
There will be no fees or charges at all. Anyone who could use a box is welcome to come and pick one up. We will be
distributing the boxes on Thursdays from 1:00-2:00 pm. If you are aware of families who could benefit from this program,
feel free to let them know the day and time the food boxes are being distributed or come over to the church yourself to pick
up and/or deliver to any family you know.
The program will continue through the end of June and may be extended through the summer. This is a wonderful way to
help our country’s farmers and our community during this COVID-crisis.

FOOD MINISTRIES
Due to the current health crisis, our Food
Ministries have increased the volume of
families receiving food. As the need grows in
the community, we would welcome members
of our congregation to join the Food Ministries.
If you are able to give of your time to the Food
Pantry or Meals on Wheels, please contact
Molly Reynolds or Adelia Powe.
As always thank you for your support for this
important Ministry.
Judith

MAIL ROOM
Dear Church Family,
I want to express my heartfelt thanks to all
of you for your recent contribution to our
Food Pantry Ministry in memory of Ray.
Ray was blessed by our church family and
would have been as pleased about this gift
as I am.
I am so grateful for your friendship and
support. Please continue to pray for me as
I move forward.
Love,
Connie Miles
Dear Church Family,
I want to thank you for your gift to First
Baptist in Columbia in the memory of our
mother, Camille Dale.
My brother and I were born into that church
and grew to know the Lord there. It was an
important part of our lives as it was our
parents.
My parents were thankful that Sebe found a
church family among all of you. It’s clear to
us that he and Amanda love y’all and are
devoted to your church. You have blessed
him and his family.
Thank you for your Christian love to us.
Donna Dale Lawrence

INTERCESSORY PRAYER MINISTRY
Praise & Thanksgiving
 Our Risen Savior
 God’s Word
 God’s healing touch
Community & World
 Tornado Victims
 World Health Crisis
 Health Care Workers
 Persecuted Church around
the world
 Our military men & women
serving around the world
Hospitals
 John Stuart-Mexico
 John Rayburn
Bereaved
 Family of Dent Ball
 Family of Joli Lumpkin
 Family of Flo Timmons
Homebound
 J.C. Arban
 Emery Burch
 Winnie Drane
 Mary Farmer
 Chellye Frazier
 Robert Luga
 Bobbye Read
 Jack Shelton
Nursing/Retirement Home
Alden Pointe
 Allene Findley
 Clarence Shannon
 Evelyn Wesley
 Phylis Wood
Bedford
 Pauline Dillinger
Bedford Monroe Hall Petal
 Oleta Downing
Brookdale



Janet Pascale
The Claiborne
 Shirley Cameron
 Madelyn Cross
 Bill Norris-Cottage
 Ellen Stegall
Magee
 Beth Meador
Provisions
 Carolyn Howell
Out of Town
 Elizabeth Herrington
 Charles Pollard
(Pennsylvania)
 Kim Smith
 Vick Smith (Gulfport)
Wesley Manor
 Jeanette Breland
 Alice Cooper
 Darcy Farmer
 Lina Fortenberry
 Frances Moore
 Joe Shelton
Healing & Encouragement
 Dave Able
 Cindy Aubin
 Beth Bankston
 Judith Biggert
 Quinn Boudreaux
 Samona Bray
 Butch Burks
 Laura Cade
 Florence Carlson
 Amy Cawthon
 Jane Chandler
 Dwain Cox
 Pattie Culpepper
 Nancy Farrar







































Bud Fulcher
Charles Gamble
Roxanne Garcia
Thay Gill
Margaret Gray
Stanley Gray
Merritt Grimsley
Carol Guidry
Tess Hammond
Laura Harper
Laura Hojem
Liam Lamb
Paul Langham
Suzanne Lopez
Pam Love
Jim Luck
Denny McLelland
Sonya McPhail
Vicki McQuiston
Connie Miles
Mike Miller
Colin Penuel
Satoy Perry
Everly Pigott
Joe and Cassie Posey
Journey Posey
Kathy Schneider
Karie Mathias Sorrells
Debbie Sullivan
Jeff Van Pelt
Olivia Wade
Charles/Kathy Waddell
Dwight Wesley
Joseph Wesley
Melissa Wheat
Hannah Williams
Frank Woodruff

CONTACT INFORMATION

LINKS FOR LIFE

Oak Grove United Methodist Church
4915 Old Hwy 11
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
Phone: 601-264-8850
Fax: 601-264-2308
Email: office@ogumc.com
Web: www.ogumc.com
Facebook: Oak Grove UMC, MS
Instagram: oakgroveumc.hattiesburg

Oak Grove
United Methodist Church
Hospitality Creed
Since hospitality means “love of a guest” and
since Jesus said, “I was a stranger and you
took me in,” I will always remember to…

Office Hours
Office Closed until further notice.
Communicate via email or phone.




Worship Schedule
10:00 am Worship via Facebook and YouTube
Church Staff
Reverend Amy Roller
Pastor
Dr. Jamie Standland
Minister of Music
Margery Wise
Pianist
Lauren Grant
Student Minister
McKay Eaton
Student Intern
Kaycee Hairston
Children’s Minister
Eva Ratliff
Nursery Director
Laureen Tuck
Nursery
Gloria Watkins
Secretary

HOSPITALITY CREED



Oak Grove UMC, MS
SERMONS AVAILABLE
The Sunday morning sermons
are available on the church
Facebook Page and website.

Welcome others, especially the guest,
as though I was welcoming Jesus.
Receive no one merely as a stranger,
but rather as a dear friend.
Demonstrate through every means
available that my new friends are valued
and an integral part of our fellowship.

I gladly join with others at Oak Grove United
Methodist Church in affirming hospitality as an
integral part of the Christian witness.
“Freely you have received, freely give.”
Matthew 10:8

CHURCH CHAT

June
ANNIVERSARIES
1 Johnny/Sherry Herron
2 David/Beth Bankston
3 Scott/Sarah Findley
4 Lance/Candace McDonald
5 Jack/Katherine Shelton
8 Dwain/Mary Ann Cox
10 Larry/Julia Johnson
15 Charles/Kathleen McCormick
16 Dee/Melissa Wheat
18 Robert/Tess Hammond
Greg/Donna Langford
25 Paul/Amy Roller
26 Billy/Julie McDonald
Josh/Lyndsey Sims
29 Jim/Eva Ratliff
30 Frank/Peggy Woodruff

BIRTHDAYS
7 Ashley Lamar
10 Laura Hojem
Rita Jones
11 Kirk Frazier
Nick Goff
Naomi Joy Iker
14 Lila Mathias
15 Peggy Bullion
Tyler Standland
18 Lauren Grant
20 Anna Iker
21 Lynda Arban
22 Wanda King
Heather Wilson
23 Mark Vaughn
24 Megan Mathias
26 Cody Creel
Owen McDonald

Do you miss your church family? Do you wish you could get to know
your fellow church members better? Do you need a laugh? This
summer, starting in mid-June, we will post a weekly "Church Chat"
video on the church's Facebook page. These fun and brief videos will
provide a way for us to stay connected and learn more about each
other! The content will vary week to week and include anything from
a sit-down interview or light-hearted chat to a funny story or silly
moment. You just never know where the Spirit will lead!

