
 May 2020 

WORSHIP ONLINE 
 
We will continue livestreaming worship 
on Facebook and YouTube on Sundays 
at 10 am.  
  
 Facebook: Oak Grove UMC, MS 
 
YouTube: Dempsey Amacker OGUMC 
 
The recordings will still be available 
after the service on both Facebook and 
YouTube, and a link to the recording 
will be available on the church website 
www.ogumc.com.  Click on the Media 
tab and then click sermons. 
 
While we are worshiping via Facebook 
and YouTube, you may still give your 
tithes and offerings in a number of 
ways: online at www.ogumc.com, by 
text giving to the number 1-877-669-
9414 (Text $ your amount) or mail a 
check to the church office.  
 
During this time, we will continue to 
communicate with you through  
Facebook: Oak Grove UMC, MS (Like 
our page) 
Email:  office@ogumc.com 
One Call Now:  Phone Messages and 
Emails 
Instragram:  oakgroveumc.hattiesburg 
Website:  www.ogumc.com 
Text Message:  To sign up to receive 
text messages: Text 7ch29ca to the 
number 81010   

FUTURE OUTLOOK 
 
I know that we are all itching to “get back to normal,” especially when it comes to our shared life as 
a community of faith. What we have to realize here is that the future will not be “normal.” Even 
when we resume church life together, things will be different. We all have more questions than 
answers. After consulting with area pastors who recently met with Hattiesburg mayor, Toby Barker, 
and a local epidemiologist, I can say that we are not even close to the end of this pandemic, not 
even at a plateau. June is way too early to lift the shelter in place order. We will likely not be able to 
have church events this summer. Summer camps have been cancelled. VBS has been cancelled.  
If we cease social distancing and the wearing of masks, we will put the health of many at risk. 
Know that as soon as it is safe and the “Safer at Home” order is lifted, we will offer additional 
appropriate opportunities for worship and fellowship. Future options include having a “drive-in 
church” experience, having events limited to a small number of people at a time, etc. Continue to 
check the church’s Facebook page for updates. 
 

Amy  

Revelations 

PANEL THROUGH THE PANDEMIC WOMEN’S EVENT 
 
All women are invited to this Facebook event on Monday, May 4 at 7:00 pm, hosted by Shiloh 
UMC (near Brandon/Pelahatchie). Rev. Amy Roller will be among other leaders, doctors, etc… on 
a panel discussion centered around the struggles of quarantined life (because we all know the 
struggle is real!) We all have questions and challenges. How do I manage the responsibilities of 
working from home, kids, etc…? What if I can’t teach my kids like their teachers can? How can I 
help my grieving high school senior? You are also invited to submit your questions to Amy to be 
discussed, and see Amy for more info.  

NEW WEDNESDAY STUDY: Be Still and Know 
 
We often get stuck in a rut when it comes to prayer. Now more than ever, we need to pray. God is 
speaking and calling us closer. Each Wednesday night at 6:00 in May and early June, Rev. Amy 
will post a video lesson on the church Facebook page on a different spiritual practice or type of 
prayer, which can be a means of grace for us during this strange time. Some of the content will be 
a repeat from the Advent Prayer class, since December was so busy and many who wanted to 
participate were not able. No book purchase is needed.  

PAYROLL PROTECTION PROGRAM 
The Oak Grove United Methodist Church Administrative Council recommended that we apply for the Small Business Administration Loan under 
the Cares Act Payroll Protection Program.  The loan process was completed and funds were deposited into our account on April 23, 2020.  The 
loan may be used for payroll, utilities and interest on debt. 
At this time, your faithful giving indicates that the funds may not be needed, in which case the amount will be repaid in ful l. 
God Bless You and Stay Safe. 

https://www.facebook.com/Oak-Grove-UMC-MS-184004304953600/
http://www.ogumc.com/
http://www.ogumc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Oak-Grove-UMC-MS-184004304953600/
mailto:office@ogumc.com
http://www.ogumc.com/


Y O U T H 
Happy May!  
 

I am still in true disbelief that we haven't 
been able to meet with one another in 
person for an entire month. As some of you 
may know, our seniors unfortunately will 
not get the graduate experience that many 
of us have gotten. This month especially, I 
ask you to pour out your love and prayers 
on these seniors, who are having to face 
transition in one of the most unprecedented 
times we have seen. I am doing everything 
in my power to honor these seniors, and I 
would love it if you'd be willing to partner 
with me. On May 9th, I am asking for a 
caravan parade to go follow and go by 
each senior’s home with signs of love and 
support, so that we can share that we are 
so proud and thankful for each of them and 
love them as a church body. We will meet 
at 11 am at the church, in the parking lot 
and the church van will lead. I will detail the 
names of each student below, so please 
make signs, banners, and shows of 
support. If you have gifts for the seniors, 
we can also leave these in the church for 
them to pick up at Baccalaureate service.   
 

We have six amazing seniors this year: 
Cody Davis, Sam Lawing, Andrew Lott, 
Mac McCormick, Calli Stephens, and Olivia 

Viguerie. Each of  these seniors is a 
blessing to our congregation, and we 
want  to wish them the very best and share 
our heartfelt congratulations to them on this 
momentous accomplishment in their lives.  
 

Please remember our Virtual Dessert 
Auction will be May 3rd, from 2 pm - 4 pm 
via Facebook; We will go LIVE to share the 
ways your money will support this ministry 
in these strange, but still important and vital 
times. Search @ogstudents4915 in order 
to find our FB page where the auction will 
take place easily. Finally, if you  are a 
parent of a senior, please remember to get 
into Lauren their baby pictures and any 
other pictures you'd  like included for the 
slide show and information on their 
accomplishments and future plans for 
Baccalaureate Sunday.  
 

To  all my students - my favorite Bible 
verse to share with all of you, and what I 
sign all of my  letters with is  Philippians 1:3 
which says, "I thank God each time I  think 
of you". This is especially true of all of you; 
We miss you and we hope you are doing 
well and staying healthy. We cannot wait 
until we can all be together again. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Lauren  

C H I L D R E N                                         
Let’s just say that April was 
an interesting month to say 
the least.  It certainly was not 
filled with the activities and 
lessons we had planned.  
And it looks as though our 
summer plans will not be 
what we had planned either.  
At this time, VBS has been 
postponed for the summer, 
Camp Wesley Pines will not 

be open for our children to go to camp and as school comes to a 
close so will our PB&J.  While all this is sad and a bit depressing, I 
will hold on to the fact that God is in control.  He has a plan for us 
and our children here at OGUMC.  Apparently, my plans and His 
plans were not exactly in alignment…lol.  But that is okay because 
He Does Know What is Best!  So, this is a good time for faith and 
determination to help guide us through this crazy time we are living 
in.  We have the very BEST church family and even though we 

have not been together in a very long time, we continue to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus!   
Please continue to do what you do best and that is praying for our 
children, their families, our children’s ministry and me.  I have no 
clue what this summer is looking like as far as activities, but I 
assure you that I am trying to come up with fun ways to keep not 
only our children connected but all of us connected.  Stay tuned to 
FaceBook for our weeknight PB&J through mid-May.  After that I 
hope to have some sort of once a week post to keep us in touch.  
Who knows, my roving reporter and I may just show up at your 
house!   
Parents, if you are not on my Remind text and you want to be 
added, please send me your email and cell phone number.  If you 
know of a child or family that needs reaching out to, please let me 
know.  I love and miss each and every one of you.    
In His Service, 
 

Kaycee 

 

Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 

about itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own.  Matthew 6:34 

Class of 2020 

On behalf of the Staff Parish Relations Committee, we announce that our dear youth 
minister of 3 years, Lauren Grant, will be transitioning to a new job in the education field at 
the end of July.  Our current youth intern, McKay Eaton, has been hired as the new youth 
minister, starting August 1.  McKay already has established relationships of trust and 
respect with our students.  She is enthusiastic for ministry and brings a visionary mindset.  
Welcome to OGUMC (though you are already here, ) McKay! 



Praise & Thanksgiving 

 Our Risen Savior 

 God’s Word 

 God’s healing touch 
Community & World 

 Tornado Victims 

 World Health Crisis 

 Health Care Workers 

 Persecuted Church 
around the world 

 Our military men & 
women serving around 
the world 

Hospitals 

 John Stuart-Mexico 

 Linda Martin-Colorado 

 John Rayburn 

 Charles Waddell-Laurel 

 Kathy Waddell-FGH 
Bereaved 

 Family of Flo Timmons 

 Family of Bill Gardner 

 Family of Camille M. Dale 

 Family of Chris Thompson 
Homebound 

 J.C. Arban 

 Emery Burch 

 Winnie Drane 

 Mary Farmer 

 Chellye Frazier 

 Robert Luga 

 Bobbye Read 

 Jack Shelton 
Nursing/Retirement Home 
Alden Pointe 

 Allene Findley 

 Clarence Shannon 

 Evelyn Wesley 

 Phylis Wood 

Bedford 

 Pauline Dillinger 
Bedford Rehab 

 Beth Meador 
Bedford Monroe Hall Petal 

 Oleta Downing 
Brookdale 

 Janet Pascale 
The Claiborne 

 Shirley Cameron  

 Madelyn Cross 

 Bill Norris-Cottage 

 Ellen Stegall 
Provisions 

 Carolyn Howell 
Out of Town 

 Elizabeth Herrington  

 Charles Pollard 
(Pennsylvania) 

 Kim Smith 

 Vick Smith (Gulfport) 
Wesley Manor 

 Jeanette Breland 

 Alice Cooper 

 Darcy Farmer 

 Lina Fortenberry 

 Frances Moore 

 Joe Shelton 
Healing & Encouragement 

 Dave Able 

 Cindy Aubin 

 Beth Bankston 

 Judith Biggert 

 Quinn Boudreaux 

 Samona Bray 

 Butch Burks 

 Laura Cade 

 Florence Carlson 

 Amy Cawthon 

 Jane Chandler 

 Dwain Cox 

 Pattie Culpepper 

 Nancy Farrar 

 Bud Fulcher 

 Roxanne Garcia 

 Thay Gill 

 Margaret Gray 

 Stanley Gray 

 Merritt Grimsley 

 Carol Guidry 

 Tess Hammond 

 Laura Harper 

 Liam Lamb 

 Paul Langham 

 Suzanne Lopez 

 Pam Love 

 Jim Luck 

 Denny McLelland 

 Sonya McPhail 

 Vicki McQuiston 

 Connie Miles 

 Mike Miller 

 Colin Penuel 

 Satoy Perry 

 Joe and Cassie Posey 

 Journey Posey 

 Kathy Schneider 

 Karie Mathias Sorrells 

 Debbie Sullivan 

 Jeff Van Pelt 

 Olivia Wade 

 Dwight Wesley 

 Joseph Wesley 

 Melissa Wheat 

 Hannah Williams 

 Frank Woodruff 
 

MAIL ROOM 
 

Dearest Church Family, 
Our family would like to thank you for your prayers 
and kindness during this difficult time in our lives.  
The check you sent to Ephesus Church in memory of 
our precious Mama (Granny) was so greatly 
appreciated, and we know she would have been very 
touched by your thoughtfulness. 
In Christian love, 
The Wichman Family 
 

OGUMC, 
Eddie and I want to thank you for the contribution to 
the Youth Ministry in memory of Krista.  We 
appreciate it very much. 
All our love, 
Rita and Eddie Jones 
 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much for the sandwiches, chips and 
cookies you gave to each resident at Wesley Manor. 
We are proud to be a part of such a caring church. 
May God Bless You, 
Lina Fortenberry, Alice Cooper, 
Frances Moore, Jeanette Breland 
 

Dear OGUMC Members, 
What a wonderful surprise Saturday afternoon to 
have Chic Fila, chips and a cookie delivered from 
your church. This has been a trying time for all of us, 
but we pray it will be over soon. 
Love, Sara Brewton (Wesley Manor) 
 

OGUMC, 
Thank you for the meal that was delivered to my 
apartment door.  I am from Tulsa and have been at 
Wesley Manor since June.  My daughter took a job 
as Asst Coach/Recruiting Coordinator and I came 
with her.  During our time of being in our apartments 
for safety from this virus, so many people have 
shown such love, compassion and hospitality.  God 
is Good.   
Joella Escoe 

FOOD MINISTRIES 
Dear Church Family, 
 

Well, what a whirlwind month April has been. 
While we are having to adapt to the “new 
normal” in our everyday lives, some things 
have stayed the same, namely, the kindness 
found in strangers, within families and 
amongst friends. 
 

OGUMC Food Ministries is only one example 
of the determination, devotion, and goodness 
of people to continue to reach out and help 
our neighbors in need. 
 

In our case, the first thing we did was to take 
steps to ensure the health and well being of 
the volunteers, church members, the Pantry 
and MOW’s recipients during this current 
health crisis. We sanitized and disinfected 
pantry and USDA closets from floors, shelves, 
food tabs, refrigerators/freezers, even the 

plastic bags. 
 

In the entryway all was scrubbed and 
disinfected and rubber gloves, wipes, sprays 
and paper towels are now ever present. Our 
recipients are asked to wait outside and the 
groceries are brought to them at the door. Our 
MOW’s group is taking the same type of 
precautions as they continue to deliver the 
much needed lunches, and in some cases 
groceries, to our home bound. 
 

In the month of March the pantry gave out 
groceries, a new record, to 104 families with 
432 family members. Due to the school 
closures and the “shelter in place”, there are a 
lot more people at home during the day. 
 

We have to say a special “thank you” to Jenny 
Nolen and Chuck Langley for facilitating a 
large donation of food for the pantry.  Jenny 
met Chris Happ, owner of Chesterfield’s, who 

was looking for an organization that distributes 
food to those in need.  She suggested 
OGUMC’s food pantry and the rest is history.  
There was even enough food to give Edward’s 
Street a helping hand. 
 

Saving the best for last, the new pantry has 
been completed thanks to Danny McDaniel 
and his crew.  
 

Finally, a special thank you to our church 
members and to all those who continue to 
soldier on during these difficult times. 
Additionally, I feel such gratitude to Molly 
Reynolds and Adelia Powe who have done a 
yeoman’s job coordinating both ministries. 
 

As Pastor Amy noted in the April newsletter, 
“In our uncertainty, God is our constant”. 
 

In His Service, 
 

Judith 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER MINISTRY 



Oak Grove  
United Methodist Church 

Hospitality Creed 

Since hospitality means “love of a guest” and 
since Jesus said, “I was a stranger and you 
took me in,” I will always remember to… 
  

 Welcome others, especially the guest, 

as though I was welcoming Jesus. 

 Receive no one merely as a stranger, 

but rather as a dear friend. 

 Demonstrate through every means 

available that my new friends are valued 
and an integral part of our fellowship. 

  
I gladly join with others at Oak Grove United 
Methodist Church in affirming hospitality as an 
integral part of the Christian witness.  

“Freely you have received, freely give.” 
Matthew 10:8 

CONTACT INFORMATION HOSPITALITY CREED 

SERMONS    AVAILABLE     
The Sunday morning sermons 

are available on the church  
Facebook Page and website. 

LINKS FOR LIFE 

Oak Grove UMC, MS 

Oak Grove United Methodist Church 
4915 Old Hwy 11 

Hattiesburg, MS  39402 
Phone: 601-264-8850 

Fax: 601-264-2308  
Email: office@ogumc.com 

Web: www.ogumc.com 
Facebook: Oak Grove UMC, MS 

Instagram: oakgroveumc.hattiesburg 
 

Office Hours   
Office Closed until further notice. 
Communicate via email or phone. 

 

Worship Schedule 
 10:00 am Worship via Facebook and YouTube 
    
 

Church Staff 
Reverend Amy Roller   Pastor 
Dr. Jamie Standland   Minister of Music 
Margery Wise     Pianist 
Lauren Grant     Student Minister 
McKay Eaton     Student Intern 
Kaycee Hairston    Children’s Minister 
Eva Ratliff      Nursery Director 
Laureen Tuck     Nursery  
Gloria Watkins     Secretary 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
  3 Chuck/Jenny Langley 
15 Leonard/Sandra Scardino 
19 Walter/Laura Baird 
21 Matt/Tara Butzlaff 
22 Kevin/Pam Baas 
 Bobby/Shannon Sterling 
25 John/LaNita Fisher 
29 Taylor/Candice Entrekin 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
 
  1 Connie Miles 
  2 Christi Busha 
 Mike McQueen 
  4 Tori Carpenter 
 Evelyn Wesley 
  6 Sarah O’Quinn 
  7 Andrew Kelly 
12 Lina Fortenberry 
13 Molly Reynolds 
19 Beth Bankston 
20 Taylor Entrekin 
21 Julie Viguerie 
22 Paige Smith 
26 Sara Pimm 
28 Eden Williamson 
30 Ann Daley 
 Lloyd Lambeth 

http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thecircuitrider
http://devotional.upperroom.org/
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Oak-Grove-UMC-MS/184004304953600
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Oak-Grove-UMC-MS/184004304953600
mailto:office@ogumc.com
http://www.ogumc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Oak-Grove-UMC-MS/184004304953600

